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Jehovah’s Witnesses

T h e  U n i t y  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  
a n d  t h e  S o n  .  .  . 

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will 
believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just 
as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be 
in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The 
glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they 
may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that 
they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know 
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. Father, 
I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with 
me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because 
you loved me before the foundation of the world. O righteous 
Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, 
and these know that you have sent me.”  
(John 17:20–25)

“They go door to door, proclaiming a curious message of doom, 
in hope that their hard work will earn them  

eternal life on earth.”1 

—Joe Hewitt (former Jehovah ’s Witness)

Q: “What would cause people to 
be attracted to the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses?”

Their appeal is made to the fear that is in the human 
heart!

Fear: Jehovah’s Witnesses are living under the cloud 
of impending doom and destruction. According to 
their history, they predicted the end of the world 
would occur in 1914, in 1918, in 1925, and in 1975.

Exclusivity: Only the Jehovah’s Witnesses have 
“The Truth,” and only those in right relationship to 
the organization will be permitted to have eternal life.

Achievement: Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that eternal 
life is not a free gift of God’s grace, but must be earned 
through faith and good works.

Respect: Jehovah’s Witnesses seem to have authorita-
tive answers to life’s problems, and their zealous desire 
for evangelism gains the admiration of those who are 
searching for truth.

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out  
fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and  
whoever fears has not been perfected in love.”  

(1 John 4:18)
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Doctrinal Beliefs That Vary from 
Orthodox Christianity

Virgin Birth (Isaiah 7:14): Jehovah’s Witnesses admit 
that Jesus was born of a virgin, but maintain He is not 
God.2

Atonement (Ephesians 2:8–9): Jehovah’s Witnesses 
claim salvation must be accompanied by good works, 
Bible study, witnessing, and association with the 
Watchtower.3 

Resurrection (Luke 24:39): Jehovah’s Witnesses do 
not believe that Jesus was raised from the dead in His 
physical body.4 

Incarnation (Hebrews 1:1–5): Jehovah’s Witnesses do 
not believe that Jesus is God.5

E schatology (Matthew 24:30): Jehovah’s Witnesses 
do not believe that Jesus will return in bodily form, 
but that He already returned in 1914 in invisible form 
and is ruling as King on earth through the Watchtower 
Society.6 

Scripture (Revelation 22:18–19): Jehovah’s Witnesses 
admit that the Bible is the Word of God, but they 
claim all orthodox translations are distorted.

The Truth about the Trinity
Jehovah’s Witnesses mistakenly believe that the  

doctrine of the trinity is actually the worship of three gods 
(tri-theism). The truth is that the Bible proclaims in many 
passages that there is only one true God (monotheism).

“One is justified by faith apart from works of the 
law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the 

God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God 
is one. He will justify the circumcised by faith and 

the uncircumcised through faith.”  
(Romans 3:28–30)

Consider this: The Bible teaches that within the  
one true God, three coequal, coeternal persons exist:  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

The Father is called God. (1 Corinthians 8:6)
The Son is called God. (Hebrews 1:8)
The Holy Spirit is called God. (Acts 5:3–4)

Key Verse to Memorize

“I write these things to you who believe  
in the name of the Son of God  

that you may know that  
you have eternal life.”  

(1 John 5:13)

Key Passage to Read and Reread
John 17:20–25

Is Jesus God?
Paul refers to Jesus as “God” and “Savior.” (Titus 2:13)

Peter refers to Jesus as “God” and “Savior.” (2 Peter 1:1)

Thomas refers to Jesus as “My Lord and my God.” 
(John 20:28)

John refers to Jesus as “the Word” and as “God.” 
(John 1:1)

Jesus even says that He and God the Father are one. 
(John 10:30)

In Hebrews, Jesus is called “God.” (Hebrews 1:8)

In the epistle of 1 John, Jesus is called “the true 
God and eternal life.” (1 John 5:20)

In Philippians, Jesus is described as “in very nature 
God.” (Philippians 2:5–6 NIV)

In Colossians, Jesus is fully God with “the whole 
fullness of deity.” (Colossians 2:9–10)

In the Gospel of John, Jesus is called the great 
“I AM.” (John 8:58)  (See also Exodus 3:14.)

“To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, 
according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, 

blessed forever.”  
(Romans 9:5)
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If you would like more information,  
call 1-800-488-HOPE (4673) or visit 

www.hopefortheheart.org.

For prayer encouragement and biblical counsel 
call 1-866-570-HOPE (4673).

Hope For The Heart’s Biblical Counseling 
Library Quick Reference provides immediate, 
concise, biblical truths for today’s problems.
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The ABC’s of Witnessing  
to the Witnesses!

Assume they are sincere. (Romans 10:2)

Be compassionate and loving. (Mark 6:34)

Call them by name. (Proverbs 10:32)

Don’t slam the door in their faces. (Ephesians 6:12)

Explain how you know that you have received eternal 
life through Christ. (1 John 5:13)

Focus on the prophecies that discredit the 
Watchtower as a “False Prophet.” (See the Biblical 
Counseling Keys.) (Deuteronomy 18:20, 22)

Give them copies of their own materials that 
document the errors.7 (2 Timothy 2:25)

Have appropriate tracts available for them. 
(1 Peter 3:15)

For more comprehensive help, refer to our  
Biblical Counseling Keys . . .

Jehovah’s Witnesses:  
Captives of the Kingdom.


