Aug. 30 & Sept. 2, 2018

AS YOU GrOw

I. We witness because there is no plan “B”.

Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. "’ Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spinit, % and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very
end of the age.”

1. We are always witnessing!

Matthew 22:37-39 (NIV)

Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.” * This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second
1s like 1t “Love your neighbor as yourself’

| Thessalonians 2:8 (NIV)
s0 we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with
you not only the gospel of God but our lves as well

3. We witness because good people don’t go to heaven; forgiven people do!
(Romans 10:1-4)

o People know of God they just don’t know how to get to Him.
(Acts 10:1-5; Acts 10:43)

4. To follow Jesus is to fish.

Luke 5:1-11 (NIV)

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the pegple were crowding
around him and listening to the word of God. ? He saw at the water’s edge two boats,
left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. * He got into one of the boats,
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat
down and taught the people from the boat. * When he had finished speaking, he said to
Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” * Simon answered,
“Waster, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say
so, | will let down the nets.” * When they had done so, they caught such a large number
of fish that their nets began to break. ” $o they signaled their partners in the other boat
to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to
sink. ® When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me,
Lord: | am a sinful man!””’ For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of
fish they had taken, " and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon'’s
partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid: from now on you will fish for
peaple.” "' So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

Being willing to drop our nets means:

* Trading the temporal for eternal.

* Start investing and inviting. (Luke 5:27-29)

* Realizing the power of our story.

Acts 4:20 (NIV)
As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

5. We witness because the situation is urgent and the verdict is final.
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