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THE LET

Smyrna the First 4.0

Revelation 2:8-11 (NIV)

To the Church in Smyrna

“To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the
First and the Last, who died and came to life again. * | know your afffictions and your
poverty—yet you are rich! | know about the slander of those who say they are Jews
and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. "’ Do not be aftaid of what you are about
to suffer. | tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will
suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and | will give
you life as your victor’s crown. " Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second
death.

The Smyrna study guide on suffering:

I. Suffering can wake us up to the battle.

Ephesians 6:12 (NIV)

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the

authonities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms.

Only those who are gripped by something worth more to
them than life can be truly courageous.

2. Suffering is temporary, but rewards are eternal.
(Revelation 2:10; Romans 8:19; Revelation 21:1-4)

o When God shuts the door on evil and suffering, the door for salvation will also be
shut.

3. Christ understands our suffering not by observation but by experience.
(Revelation 2:9)

Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV)

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. ” For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. " Let us then approach God's
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us
in our time of need.

Luke 15:4-6 (NIV)

Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the
ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? * And when
he finds 1t, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders * and goes home. Then he calls his friends
and neighbors together and says, Rejoice with me; | have found my lost sheep.’

4. God uses suffering to purify our faith.

| Peter 1:6-7 (NIV)

In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer
grief in all kinds of trials. " These have come so that the proven genuineness of your
faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may
result in praise, glory and honor when fesus Christ is revealed.

Suffering will never make sense if you value your life,
your health, your wealth over Christ!
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