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Hope’s Foundation

o God does his best work in the midst of what is broken.

o The completed work of Christ is our hope’s firm foundation.

Romans 8:26-27 (NIV)

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.
7 fnd he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirt, because the Spirit
intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will of God.

Romans 8:28 (NIV)
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.

o Everything in life is not good, but in the midst of it, God is.

Romans 8:29-30 (NIV)

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. * And those he
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified: those he justified he also
Glorified.

o Salvation is a work of God from beginning to end.

o God leverages all things to make us more like Jesus.

Daniel 3:16-26 (NIV)

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to
defend ourselves before you in this matter. "’ If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the
God we serve is able to deliver us from it and he will deliver us from lYour Majesty’s
hand. " But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve
your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” " Then Nebuchadnezzar was
furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He
ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual %’ and commanded some of the
strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them
into the blazing furnace. %' So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other
clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. % The king’s command was so
urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, * and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing
furnace. * Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his
advisers, “Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied,
“Certainly, Your Majesty.” * He said, “look! | see four men walking around in the fire,
unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” % Nebuchadnezzar
then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, ‘Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego came out of the fire,

o He leverages the fire that was meant for death and leverages it for refinement.

Romans 8:31-39 (NIV)

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us? % He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not
also, along with him, graciously give us all things? * Who will bring any charge against
those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. ¥ Who then is the one who
condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at
the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. * Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword? * As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long: we are considered as
sheep to be slaughtered.” ¥ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. * For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, * neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
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