March 7 & 10, 2019

Surrender Over Control

Proverbs 3:5-8 (NIV)

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;  in all
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths strajght. Do not be wise in
your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil ® This will bring health to your body and
nourishment to your bones.

Genesis 16:1-6 (NIV)

Now Sara, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian
slave named Hagar; * so she said to Abram, “The lord has kept me from having
children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps | can build a family through her.” Abram
agreed to what Sarai said. * So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai
his wite took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his
wite. * He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she
began to despise her mistress. * Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible for the
wrong | am suffering. | put my slave in your arms, and now that she knows she is
pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.” * “Your slave is
in your hands,” Abram said. ‘Do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai
mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.

. We choose control:
o When God’s timing is not consistent with our timing.

e When a command of God doesn’t make sense to us.

o When we think we know what’s best for our lives.
o When things aren’t going our way.

II. Three questions of control:
. Is it worth my concern?

2. s it mine to manage?

Surrendering control is not the same as relinquishing responsibility.

Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV)

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. ’ And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ fesus.

Prayer is not a last resort but a first line of defense.

3. Is it for God alone?
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