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What Did You Expect? 
 

 Unrealistic expectations always lead to disappointment. 
 

1 Peter 1:6-7 (ESV) 

In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved 
by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than 
gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 

 Marriage is God’s idea, but takes place in a broken world.   
 

 Marriage is made up of two people still in process.  
 

Galatians 5:17 (ESV) 

For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the 
things you want to do. 
 

Ephesians 5:28-33 (NIV) 

In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they 
feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members 
of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united 
to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but I 
am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love 
his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 Marriage is a tool used to teach us to love like Christ.  

 

 Marriage is a tool used to help us get over being self-centered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV) 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (ESV) 

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for 
all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer 
live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 
 

 Marriage is an opportunity for us to display Christ.  

 

 Marriage is a tool used to remind us where hope is found.  

 

John 16:33 (ESV) 

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
 

Ephesians 3:20–21 (ESV)  

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Secret to Being Stuck: 
 

 __________________ from the past. 
 

 ____________ from the enemy. 
 

 _____________ beliefs.   
 

 ____________________.     

 

"Spirit-generated selflessness - not thinking less of yourself or 

more of yourself but thinking of yourself less." 

- Tim Keller 


