January 2 & 5, 2020

| Can’t Get No Satisfaction

Philippians 1:20-21 (ESV)

as it is my eager expectation and hope that | will not be at all ashamed, but that with
full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by
death. ! For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

| Kings 3:5-15 (NIV)

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for
whatever you want me to give you.” * Solomon answered, “fou have shown great kindness to
your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in
heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his
throne this very day. 7 “Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my
father David. But | am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. * Your
servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great pegple, too mumerous to count or
number. * $o give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to
distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?”
" The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. "' So God said to him, ‘“Since you
have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself nor have asked for the death
of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, | will do what you have
asked. | will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone
like you, nor will there ever be. ” Moreover, | will give you what you have not asked for—
both wealth and honor—so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. " And
if you walk in obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as David your father
did, | will give you a long lite.” * Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had been a
dream. He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the lord’s covenant and sacrificed
burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court.

o He wanted the things of God more that he wanted the presence of God.

Ecclesiastes I:1-3 (NIV)

The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in ferusalem: * “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the
Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Fverything is meaningless.” > What do people gain from all their
labors at which they toil under the sun?

o Everything that is not eternal is just a breath.

o We can fill ourselves with the wrong thing, but it will not get us to where we want to go.
(Ecclesiastes 2:1-2; Ecclesiastes 2:3; Ecclesiastes 2:4-9)

o Arrival is in the eye of the beholder.
o Filling up on lesser things will make us full temporarily but doesn’t ultimately satisfy.

Ecclesiastes 2:10-11 (NIV)

[ denied myself nothing my eyes desired | refused my heart no pleasure. My heart took delight in
all my labor, and this was the reward for all my toil. " Vet when | surveyed all that my hands
had done and what | had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind;
nothing was gained under the sun.

o Things of this world are unable to yield the fruit that can only be found in the Lord.

Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NIV)
Now all has been heard: here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.

o True, lasting satisfaction can only be found in the person of Jesus.

Matthew [1:27-30 (The Message)

Jesus resumed talking to the people, but now tenderly. “The Father has given me all these things
to do and say. This is a unique Father-Son gperation, coming out of Father and Son intimacies
and knowledge. No one knows the Son the way the father does, nor the Father the way the Son
does. But I'm not keeping it to myself I'm ready to go over it line by line with anyone willing to
listen. " “Are you tired? Worn out! Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me
and you'll recover your life. Il show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with
me—vwatch how [ do it Learn the unforced riythms of grace. | won't lay anything heavy or ill-
fitting on you. Keep company with me and you'll leamn to live freely and lightly.”
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