January 17 & 20, 2019

Sameness and Equality

So, what's the point?

Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV)

“ Then God said, “let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” ¥ So God
created man in his own image, in the image of God, he created him; male and female he
created them.

o Male and female are both image bearers.
e Imago Dei - the image of God

Genesis 1:28-31 (ESV)

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multply and fil the earth and
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  And God said, “Behold, | have given you
every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its
fruit. You shall have them for food. * And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of
the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life
/ have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. *' And God saw everything that he
had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
sixth day.

o Men and women are viceroys.

Viceroy - A ruler exercising authority in a colony on behalf of a sovereign.

o We are equally justified by faith. (Galatians 3:23-24)
o We are equally free. (Galatians 3:25)
o We are equally sons of God. (Galatians 3:26)

Galatians 3:27-28 (ESV)

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there s neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.

o We are equally clothed with Christ.

Galatians 3:29 (ESV)
And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

o We are equally possessed by Christ.
o We are equally heirs of the promises to Abraham.
2 Corinthians 5:17-19 (ESV)
II' Corinthians 5:20-21 (ESV)
So then as image bearers, here is how we bear the image...

Romans 12:9-21 (ESV)

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evi|: hold fast to what is good. " Love one another with
brotherly affection. Qutdo one another in showing honor. "' Do not be slothful in zeal be fervent
in spirit, serve the lord. " Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in
prayer. " Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. " Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. " Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. " Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. " Repay no one evil for evi] but give thought to do what
s honorable in the sight of all. " If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all
" Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance
is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.”  To the contrary, “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he
is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his
head.” % Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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