January 7, 2018

The Start of Comebacks

Genesis 3:1-21 (ESV)

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said
to the woman, “Did God actually say, You shall not eat of any tree in the garden?”? And the woman
said to the seppent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, I but God said, You shall not
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it lest you
die.” ! But the serpent said to the woman, “You wil not surely die. * for God knows that when you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evi”  So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was
with her, and he ate. ” Then the eyes of both were gpened, and they knew that they were naked. And
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. ° And they heard the sound of
the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the lord God among the trees of the garden. ’ But the Lord God called to the man
and said to him, “Where are you?” " And he said, “ heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was
afraid, because | was naked, and | hid myself” "'He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” " The man said, “The woman whom you
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and [ ate.” 3 Then the Lord God said to the woman,
“What is ths that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate”
" The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and
above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
51 will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offipring and her offipring; he shall
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” " To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your
pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to your
husband, but he shall rule over you.” " And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of
your wife and have eaten of the tree of which | commanded you, You shall not eat of it,” cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your lite; ” thorns and thistles it shall
bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field ” By the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust and to dust you
shall return.” ” The man called his wife’s name Fve, because she was the mother of all hiving. * And
the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

I. Comebacks are for those who see life through the lens of creation, fall, and redemption.

o (reation: We question the goodness of God.
(Genesis 3:1-2; Genesis 1:31; 1 John 5:3)

o Fall: Autonomy (Genesis 3:4-5)

o The fall is what we are all coming back from.

Results of the fall:

O Sin and all its consequences were passed on to all of us.
O Our relationship with God has been wrecked.

O Our relationship with each other has been wrecked.

o Redemption: God always has a comeback in mind.
(Genesis 3:15)

o Greatest news of all is God is a God of amazing comebacks.
1. Comebacks are for those willing to grieve and go.
o If you aren’t broken over your sin you will never experience a comeback.

o Adam and Eve’s greatest legacy may not be what they did but what they let God do!
(Genesis 3:21)

o Comebacks are for those who admit weakness and celebrate being a trophy of grace.

o Comebacks are for those who take what Jesus gives instead of what Adam left.
(Romans 5:18-19)

3. Comebacks are for those who let God define the win!
o When your agenda becomes His glory a comeback is possible.

o Ditch the fig leaves if you want a comeback. (Revelation 19:6-8)
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