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MANHOOD DEFINED
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What is a Man?

| Corinthians 15:45-49 (NIV)

So it is wnitten: “The first man Adam became a lving being”; the last Adam, a life-
giving spirit. * The spiritual did not come first but the natural, and after that the
spiritual. ¥ The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man Is of
heaven. * As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the
heavenly man, so also are those who are of heaven. ¥ And just as we have borne the
image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man.

[. A man rejects passivity.
o The first Adam fell into passivity; the second Adam (Christ) rejected passivity.

Genesis 3:6 (NIV)

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to
the eye and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

Philippians 2:6-8

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
used to his own advantage; ’ rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. ° And being found in appearance
as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a
cross!

Genesis 3:8-9

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in
the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees
of the garden. * But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”

2. A man accepts responsibility.

o The first Adam disregarded his responsibilities; the second Adam accepted
responsibility.

Three Core Responsibilities of Manhood:

o A will to obey. (John 4:34; Exodus 20:14; Hebrews 13:4;
| Corinthians 6:9b-10; Matthew 26:39)

o A work to do. (John [7:4; Colossians 3:23)

o A woman to love.

Matthew 16:24
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me.

3. A man lives for a greater reward.

o The first Adam sought his reward; the second Adam expected a greater reward, God's
reward.

Hebrews 11:24-26 (NIV)

By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter. % He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy
the fleeting pleasures of sin. % He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater
value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.

II Timothy 4:7-8 (NIV)

/ have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. * Now there
Is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the nghteous Judge, will
award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his

appearing.
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